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Abstract: Language is a tool of social communication that is distinct and unique to each
individual. One of the most widely used linguistic and expressive means of effective
communication is the rhetorical question, which functions as a powerful mechanism of linguistic
manipulation. The tendency to use rhetorical questions is particularly evident in mass media,
especially in television programs, where speakers deliver ideological messages to viewers and
attempt to influence public opinion. Rhetorical questions play a significant role in political
discourse, as politicians aim to deliver their message persuasively to the public and gain their
support. This paper analyzes the rhetorical questions identified in the pre-election speeches of
Georgian politicians — on the one hand, within the context of political discourse, and on the other
hand, within the framework of the communicative act. In our research, we took into account both
the categories of the speech act — locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary — and the
elaboration likelihood theory. We employed traditional research methods, including comparison
and contrast, critical analysis, discourse analysis, functional-semantic analysis, as well as
structural and linguistic-political analysis. The empirical material consists of rhetorical questions
identified in the pre-election speeches of the leaders of the five parties that passed the electoral
threshold in the parliamentary elections of Georgia held on October 26, 2024. The research
revealed, on the one hand, the motivation of politicians — under what circumstances and for what
purposes do the selected politicians use rhetorical questions —and, on the other hand, it describes
the structure and components of contexts containing rhetorical questions. The paper represents
an attempt to create a methodological framework that can be effectively applied to analyze a
relatively under-researched phenomenon in the Georgian language — political rhetoric —and to
identify the linguistic strategies employed by politicians within Georgian political discourse.

Keywords: Rhetorical Question, Political Speech, Linguistic Manipulation, Georgian Language

Introduction

In the 21st century, innovative research methods and multidisciplinary approaches to analyzing
language as a powerful tool of manipulation have become particularly relevant. One of the most
widespread linguistic and expressive means of social communication is the rhetorical question,
which serves as an effective instrument of manipulation. The tendency to use rhetorical
questions is especially evident in mass media—particularly in television programs—where
speakers deliver ideological messages to viewers and attempt to shape public opinion.
Rhetorical questions play a significant role in political discourse, as politicians aim to
convincingly communicate their messages to the public and gain their support.

As is well known, the structure of a rhetorical question—unlike that of an ordinary
interrogative sentence—Ilacks the primary function of seeking information. It does not require
an answer; therefore, such a “question” typically has no real addressee or addresses an abstract
or imaginary one. A rhetorical question, as an assertion framed in the form of a question,
functions as an indirect speech act that prompts the listener to think and leads to either an
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explicit (propositional) or implicit (presuppositional) conclusion. Expressing an opinion in the
form of a question adds dynamism to the flow of speech, significantly enhances its
expressiveness, and increases its manipulative potential. Depending on the context and
speaker’s intent, a rhetorical question may serve various functions, including: a) directing
thematic focus, b) concealing personal opinion, c) intensifying emotion, d) encouraging
reasoning, €) stimulating argumentation, and so on.

Methodology

The present paper analyzes rhetorical questions identified in the pre-election speeches
of Georgian politicians, considering them from two perspectives: within the framework of
political discourse and in the context of communicative acts. The research takes the categories
of the act of communication into account — locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary, as
well as the elaboration likelihood theory. Traditional research methods were employed,
including comparison and contrast, critical analysis, discourse analysis, functional-semantic
analysis, and structural and linguistic-political analysis.

The empirical material consists of rhetorical questions extracted from the pre-election
speeches of party leaders whose political parties passed the electoral threshold in the
parliamentary elections held on October 26, 2024 (five parties in total). The party leaders
analyzed include the Chairman of the Parliament, Shalva Papuashvili, representing the ruling
party, and opposition leaders from the following parties: "Coalition for Change — Gvaramia,
Melia, Girchi, It's Time" — Nika Gvaramia; "Unity-National Movement” — Tina Bokuchava;
"Strong Georgia — Lelo, for the People, for Freedom™ — Mamuka Khazaradze; "Gakharia for
Georgia" — Giorgi Gakharia.

Analysis

We selected and analyzed texts containing rhetorical questions in the speeches of the
above-mentioned politicians, examining them from both structural and functional perspectives.
The Tables below present the components identified through the structural analysis and
describe the form and type of their linguistic realization. This contextual analysis reveals the
linguistic strategies and communicative goals employed by the politicians.

Component Form of linguistic realization Type of linguistic realization

1.Initiating a topic Interrogative sentence Full linguistic realization

2.Expanding on a topic | List of facts Subordinate clauses

3.Evidence Marked argumentative structure (when ... Discontinuous linguistic realization
then ...)

4.Rhetorical question 1 | Question based on presupposition Full linguistic realization

5.Rhetorical question 2 | Question of an ethical-moral nature Full linguistic realization

6.Naming the Non-explicit list (implied reference) Full linguistic realization

addressees of criticism

Goal: Discrediting opponents Achieved

Table 1: Structural Analysis and Linguistic Strategies of Shalva Papuashvili's Quotation
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Component

Form of linguistic realization

Type of linguistic realization

1.Rhetorical question

Question based on a pseudo-fact

Full linguistic realization

2.Introducing a topic

Assumption wrapped in the form of a fact

Full linguistic realization

3.Assessment

Sentences with a persuasive function and a
mentoring tone

Full linguistic realization

4.Prediction Sentence with a perlocutionary function Subordinate clause
Goal: Discrediting the CEC Achieved
Table 2: Structural Analysis and Linguistic Strategies of Nika Gvaramia's Quotation

Component

Form of linguistic realization

Type of linguistic realization

1.Rhetorical question

Interrogative sentence

Full linguistic realization

2.0ffering a choice

Contrastive sentences

Subordinate clauses

3.Appeal

Perlocutionary sentence

Full linguistic realization

Goal:

Instilling fear in society

Achieved

Table 3: Structural Analysis and Linguistic Strategies of Tina Bokuchava's Quotation

Component

Form of linguistic realization

Type of linguistic realization

1.Introducing a topic

List of facts

Full linguistic realization

2. (Negative)
Assessment

Sentence expressing a perlocutionary function

Full linguistic realization

3.Rhetorical question

a) Question asked with the function of
initiating a topic

Full linguistic realization

b) Explicitly realized criticism

Full linguistic realization

Goal:

Discrediting the ruling party

Achieved

Table 4: Structural Analysis and Linguistic Strategies of Mamuka Khazaradze’s Quotation

Component

Form of linguistic realization

Type of linguistic realization

1.Rhetorical question

Question posed with the function of
encouraging reasoning

Full linguistic realization

2.Assumption

Explicitly expressed criticism

Full linguistic realization

3.Rhetorical question

a) Concluding question

Full linguistic realization

b) Sentence containing parallel structure
(repetition) (hypophora)

Full linguistic realization

Goal:

Instilling nihilism in society

Achieved

Table 5: Structural Analysis and Linguistic Strategies of Giorgi Gakharia's Quotation

Discussion

As a result of the functional-semantic analysis of rhetorical questions used by selected
politicians, a variety of means of linguistic realization was revealed. In particular, in the studied
fragments, politicians use rhetorical questions, argumentation, parallel structures (repetitions),
contrast, hypophora, lexical means for manipulative purposes. Both central and peripheral ways
of persuasion were revealed in the speeches of politicians, in particular, Shalva Papuashvili,
Tina Bokuchava and Mamuka Khazaradze use both rational and emotional influence strategies,
while Nika Gvaramia and Giorgi Gakharia prefer the peripheral way of persuasion and are
oriented towards emotional influence on the listener.
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The structural analysis revealed that in the analyzed contexts, rhetorical questions are
used both at the beginning of the speech to initiate the topic, and after the topic is introduced,
to expand on what is being said and to enhance its expressiveness. A comparative analysis of
the linguistic strategies used by politicians is presented in the form of the Table below.

Shalva Papuashvili Nika Gvaramia Tina Mamuka Giorgi
Bokuchava Khazaradze Gakharia
Initiating a topic Rhetorical Rhetorical Introducing a topic | Rhetorical
question question guestion
Expanding on a topic Introducing a topic | Offering a choice | Negative Assumption
(accusation) assessment
Evidence Assessment Appeal Rhetorical Rhetorical
guestion guestion
Rhetorical question 1 Prediction
Rhetorical question 2
Naming the addressee(s)
of the criticism

Table 6: Comparative-contrastive analysis of linguistic strategies

Conclusion

The research showed that, in the case of two politicians — Nika Gvaramia and Tina
Bokuchava — rhetorical questions are used at the very beginning of the speech fragment to
introduce the topic. In contrast, Mamuka Khazaradze and Shalva Papuashvili use rhetorical
questions in the middle of their speeches to expand on the topic. Giorgi Gakharia, however,
uses rhetorical questions both at the beginning of the speech to initiate the topic and when
transitioning to a new topic, which significantly enhances the persuasive effect and lays a strong
foundation for effective communication with the audience.

The material we have studied shows that rhetorical questions enble politicians to
introduce the topic and/or expand their views using a question-and-answer format. After posing
a question, politicians often use hypophora to explicitly or implicitly express personal opinions,
appeals, assumptions, or predictions. In pre-election speeches, this approach helps to foster
discussion, stimulate debate, and facilitate logical transitions between opinions, thereby
creating a strong foundation for effective communication between politicians and citizens.

The study of rhetorical questions in political discourse is likely to remain an active area
of research in the future, as the topic is multifaceted and compelling in many respects. Our goal
is to contribute to the analysis of how rhetorical questions are used in political speech, which,
in turn, lays the groundwork for a more comprehensive study of political rhetoric.
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