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Abstract: Chakvinji Castle, located in the village of Jikhashkari, Zugdidi province, is an
outstanding historical monument of Samegrelo. In addition to historical documents, it is
mentioned in the inscription of the icon of St Nicholas made in 1640 by order of Levan II
Dadiani. Chakvinji Castle is also found in the notices of foreign travellers,for instance in the
travel materials of Johann Anton Giildenstddt (1771-1772). In the 1820s, Eduard Eichwald
also provides us with some information about the castle. The history of Chakvinji Castle
dates back to the distant past, and it served as a defense facility for many centuries. In the
feudal age, it was the centre of Odishi province; the palace and residence of the House of
Dadiani was located there, and Davit Dadiani, the last Prince of Samegrelo, was born there
on 26 January, 1813. Archeological investigations of Chakvinji Castle and the fixing of its
architectural structures began in 1968—1969. The archaeological finds were quite diverse and
dividable into three periods: the material of the first period is from the early feudal period,
the second, from the middle feudal period, and the third, from the late feudal period. This
article presents a new analysis of the existing historical, archacological, architectural and
linguistic materials concerning Chakvinji Castle. It describes the present condition of
Chakvinji Castle, which is very deplorable and in urgent need of conservation and restoration.

Keywords: Chakvinji Castle, Historical monuments in Samegrelo, The icon of St. Nicholas

Introduction

The article deals with the historical castle in Samegrelo, Zugdidi district, on the territory of the
village of Jikhashkari, referred to in written sources as Chakvinji castle. The castle was one of
the strongest fortresses in Samegrelo, where the princes of Samegrelo had their palaces and
residences. In the feudal age, it was the center of the Odishi province, where the palace and
residence of the Dadianis were located, and where Davit Dadiani, the last Prince of Samegrelo,
was born on January 26, 1813. As a result of comparing the written sources, archival documents
and the ethnographic materials we collected in the field, we tried to clearly present the history
and the current situation of Chakvinji Castle.

1. Historical background

The population of Georgia has always settled in valleys, and this fact has had a certain influence
on the administrative division of Georgia (Javakhishvili 1913:258). Khakvinji Castle is one of
the outstanding monuments in the valley of the Khanisskali River, which played an important
role in the protection of this valley. Its history, along with that of other monuments in the valley,
is an integral part of Georgia’s history.

Information about the castle can be found both in Georgian sources and in the reports
of foreign travelers. The academic Shota Meskhia believed that the toponym “Chakvinji” is a
misspelled form of the word Jikhakuji, linked this name to the name of Kuyji, the ruler of Egris,
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and cited the manuscript of the Princes of Argvet “Martyrdom of David and Constantine” from
the 13™ and 14 centuries to prove his opinion.

According to Sh. Meskhia, the Cikhe-Goji known in Georgian sources is not to be
equated with today’s Nokalakevi, but with Chakvinji. This fortress was the center of the
Kingdom of Egris in the Hellenistic age (Meskhia 1983:66)

The stories depicted in the Martyrdom of David and Constantine date back to the 8™
century. If the Jikhankuji mentioned in this hagiographic work is the modern Chakvinji, then it
turns out that there was already a large castle here at that time. This is also confirmed by
archaeological data, which we will discuss later.

The castle changed its function several times, as can be seen from the reports of foreign
travelers. Johann Giildenstedt mentions Chakvinji Castle in his travel book from the years
1771-1772 (Giildenstidt 1962:188, 325). In the twenties of the 19 century, Karl Eduard von
Eichwald provided us with sparse but reliable information about the castle. At the time of von
Eichwald’s journey, the castle seemed to have been used for military purposes. A small Russian
garrison was stationed in the castle, and there were also several cannons on the territory.
According to the letter dated March 12, 1847, preserved in the archive of Zugdidi, there was
also a prison in the castle. As per to the document drawn up in 1866, Chakvinji Princely Castle
was closed after Omar Pasha’s campaign in Samegrelo in 1857.

2. Geographical location, architecture and archeological study of the castle

The citadel of Chakvinji Castle stands on the top of the mountain. The walls of the castle match
the relief form of the mountain, so the plan line is followed the curves of landscape. The outline
is long and close to an oval. The length of the fortress citadel is up to 100 meters, and the width
is 30 meters on average. The walls of the castle are high on each side, but there is quite a
difference between the south and north walls. The southern side of the wall is without towers.
The opposite, the northern side, overlooks the Caucasus Mountains and is equipped with towers.
One tower is built on the east wall. The towers are quadrangular and have three or four floors.

Picture 1: Chakvinji Castle Picture 2: Drawing of the castle

The archeological study of Chakvinji Castle and the fixing of architectural structures
began in 1968-1969. The archaeological discoveries were quite diverse and were divided into
three periods: the material of the first identified period is from the early feudal period, the
second - from the middle feudal period, and the third - from the late feudal period.
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The archaeological study of the castle in the 21 century was renewed in 2019 under the
leadership of Doctor of Archeology Niko Murgulia. A large-scale excavation and a detailed
study of the castle and its surrounding areas are planned for the near future.

3. Icon of St. Nicholas

Chakvinji Castle is mentioned in the inscription of the icon of St. Nicholas made by order of
Levan II Dadiani in 1640. The icon itself is one of the most important specimens of Georgian
art. It was made in the goldsmith’s workshop of Levan II Dadiani. The size of the icon is 31 x
21 cm. The central part of the icon contains the image of the saint. The background of the icon
is covered with plant ornaments. There is an inscription on the icon: St. Nicholas. Around the
inscription, there are 10 gems of different sizes and colors, some of which are damaged, and
eight of them are pearl stones.

Picture 3: The icon of St. Nicholas Picture 4: Inscription on the icon

The icon of St. Nicholas of Chakvinji was seen by Marie Brosé during her trip to
Samegrelo and Abkhazia, and she deciphered the inscription on the icon for the first time. We
have deciphered the inscription again and added it to the article.

4. Conclusions

The article presented existing historical, archaeological, architectural and linguistic material
about Chakvinji Castle, which we have newly deciphered and the present condition of Chakvinji
Castle, which is very deplorable and in urgent need of conservation and restoration.
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