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Abstract: The article discusses both universal as well as specific national characteristics of
dragons, their types, habitats, and ways of defeating them. The purpose of the article is to
clearly reveal the image of the dragon in epic and mythological works, its functions and role
in the life of heroes. Dragons are connected to many areas of the world and stand for both
good and evil beginnings, hold wisdom, help the hero in some cases, protect treasures and
fight with the hero, who sometimes fails and sometimesdefeats the adversary. At the same
time, the dragon can be considered a challenge in the hero’s life, without which he could not
prove his heroism. Every mytho-epic hero needs his dragon on the path of life to prove that
he is truly a hero, in this case the dragon is a necessary and crucial power.

Keywords: Georgian mythology, Caucasian and European mythology and epic, Dragon and
hero

Introduction

The face of the dragon occupies an important place in folklore, mythology and literature. This
ancient mythological character has never lost its relevance, because over the centuries it has
acquired various symbolic meanings and undergone many transformations. Dragon sometimes
brings rewards to people, sometimes - misfortune and trouble.

The dragon, as a mythological archetype, participates in texts of various genres:
cosmogonic myths, fairy tales, narratives, epics, legends related to the foundation of the village,
and pseudo-historical stories. It can be said that it is a comprehensive image within world
folklore.

1. Methods

To write this article, | used the comparative method, which helped us to better understand the
similarities and differences between different cultures and epic works. The study of the dragon's
archetype is extremely interesting from the point of view of the comparative method of
research. Until now, the dragon has not been considered as a mythological character in a
comparative sense according to European and Caucasian legends. The article presents the
archetype of the dragon according to the Anglo-Saxon epic Beowulf and Caucasian legends. In
order to determine the similarities-differences and functional characteristics between them, a
special place is devoted to the typological analysis of the material collected from the Georgian
"Amiraniani”.

The article discusses both universal as well as specific national characteristics of
dragons, their types, habitat, ways of defeating them. The purpose of the article is to clearly
show the image of the dragon in epic and mythological works, its functions and role in the life
of a hero.
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2. Discussion

The dragon is connected to many areas of the world and includes good and evil beginnings,
holds wisdom, helps the hero in some cases, protects the treasure and fights with the hero,
sometimes he fails, and sometimes he defeats the adversary. At the same time, the dragon can
be considered a challenge in hero's life, without which he could not prove his heroism. Every
mytho-epic hero needs his dragon on the path of life to prove that he is truly a hero, in this case
the dragon is a necessary and crucial power. Therefore, it can be said that the dragon is a
challenge for the hero rather than an embodiment of pure evil. Even when the dragon swallows
the hero, it is a rebirth for the hero, a path of initiation, after which the hero returns to society
with new knowledge and perspective. In the bosom of the dragon, the hero acquires sacred
knowledge that he could not have otherwise received. Often, the relationship with the dragon
comes with a number of rules, which the hero is unable to follow, and that is why, he is
punished. It is quite difficult for a person to follow certain rules, at some point he will definitely
violate them, and the violation will be followed by a corresponding punishment.

The dragon also has the ability to transform, it belongs to the sky, water and earth at the
same time, it connects all these worlds together, it protects water, treasure, gold or ancient
things, it settles in inaccessible places and encounters only special heroes, but the most
important thing is that it is the main challenge and obstacle in the life of the hero.

3. Results

The dragon can be considered both a test and a challenge for the hero, as well as an awakening
force. It is the meeting with the dragon that makes the hero special. An encounter with a dragon
changes the hero's life and sets him on the path he was meant to take, and if it had not been for
this challenge, he might never have discovered the power he possessed.

Accordingly, the dragon is the unifier of all elements and symbolizes unity, as in the
depiction of a dragon with its tail in its mouth, which represents eternity and cycle. Its abode is
the sea and water, sometimes the top of a high mountain and inaccessible cliffs, which is also
not surprising, because the mountain is the link between the earth and the sky, and the dragon
foresees everything through the crack and keeps an eye on the underground.

The dragon also shares knowledge and wisdom with man, which he does by bathing in
its blood, eating its flesh, wearing a chain shirt and entering its bosom. However, its gifts and
rewards are never free. The grace given by the dragon needs to be appreciated and treated with
special care, otherwise, it will take away everything and destroy him.

It is interesting that the face of the dragon in Caucasian mythology is different from the
dragon presented in European literature. In the Georgian language, dragon can be called by
several synonymous words, and the word for dragon - “a39cgdsdo [gveleshapi] itself is a
composite. In addition, the characteristics differ in how they are presented in Caucasian
mythology and how they appear in European literature. In the Caucasian material, it does not
have the ability of spewing fire and flying. In the epics of the Caucasian peoples, as well as in
the ancient epics, the dragon is more connected to the element of water, and also appears as a
treasure guard. All the existing differences are particularly interesting because this is where the
cross-cultural differences reveal themselves.
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Research has shown that in the epic texts of all peoples, the dragon plays an important
and crucial role, and the most important thing is that the dragon should not be seen as only good
or bad, but the important thing is that it is necessary and crucial event for the hero. It can be
said that it is the hero's test, challenge and crucial moment. It is the meeting with the dragon
that decides the future path of the hero, his fate and his heroism too.
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