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Abstract: The paper focuses on grammaticalisation processes in the Georgian Language and
examines functional elements of verbal origin. These elements include >-wg-o> a-dg-a (PR-

stand-AOR.S.3.SG) meaning “s/he stood up” and indicating an abrupt start of an action”;
o>-0w-m a-i-y-0 (PR-SV-take-AOR.S.3) meaning “s/he took something” and signifying an
“action without further ado”; hob-1 can-s (be_visible-S.3) meaning “it is visible” and
conveying the sense of “it seems”. The study presents the functional and semantic
characteristics of these elements. Methods such as lexical substitution and elimination are
employed to describe their functions, and a language competency test is used to assess their
roles in discourse. The paper aims to provide a quantitative analysis of data obtained from a
corpusbased study of these functional elements. Additionally, it offers combinatorial rules to
address the issue of homonymy caused by such grammaticalised functional elements in the
Georgian national corpus (GNC). The research primarily relies on the Georgian National
Corpus (GNC) (http://gnc.gov.ge/). Empirical data is collected from the Georgian Reference
Corpus (GRC), which encompasses contexts from Old, Middle and Modern Georgian, as
well as the subcorpora of political and law texts. The article analyses the contexts provided
for the elements under research across eleven TAM categories. Functional elements pose
challenges in computer-based language processing, particularly in computer linguistics.
Since the Georgian language lacks proper functional processing, the Georgian National
Corpus (GNC) provides no algorithm yet to differentiate functional elements from those
belonging to paradigmatic classes. This leads to homonymy and unresolved disambiguation
issues. The paper aims to address these ambiguities and proposes rules based on the positional
distribution scheme of the research elements. The formal rules are illustrated in charts.

Keywords: Grammaticalisation, Georgian Language, Corpus Linguistics

Introduction

Grammaticalisation is a well-known phenomenon in typology. During the process of
grammaticalisation, a lexical unit loses its historically developed semantics and, after
desemantisation, acquires a specific grammatical function; consequently, we obtain a functional
element. The process of grammaticalisation involves a change in the paradigmatic class of the
linguistic sign. This change does not occur all at once; it is gradual, which results in the process
of grammaticalisation. The paper refers to the process of grammaticalisation in Georgian and
represents functional elements of verbal origin, such as o-@g-o: a-dg-a (PR-stand-

AOR.S.3.5G) meaning “s/he stood up” and indicating an abrupt start of an action”; s-0-:

a-i-y-0 (PR-SV-take-AOR.S.3) meaning “s/he took something” and signifying an action
without further ado”; £ob-0: ¢ an-s (be_visible-S.3) meaning “it is visible” and conveying the

sense of “it seems”.
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1. Methods

The research is conducted using the corpus method, primarily relying on the Georgian National
Corpus (GNC). Empirical data is collected from Georgian Referential Corpus (GRC). The
article analyses the contexts provided for the research items across eleven TAM categories.
According to the corpus study, we distinguished between the cases of using research
forms in both lexical and functional senses. We described the positional distribution of
functional elements and prepared a statistical analysis of the studied material. We present a
comparative analysis of the results in the form of the charts below, which reflect the frequency

Millennium, Vol. 2, 2024

of use of adverbial functional elements in all TAM by persons.
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Scheme 3

Frequency statistics- Functional element 596

1st Person 2nd person 3rd person

The paper presents the functional and semantic characteristics of these research items.
Methods such as lexical substitution, and elimination are employed to describe the functions of
the items, and a language competency test is used to assess their roles in discourse.

2. Analysis

The analysis of the data shows that the linguistic units selected by the informants to replace the
form of functional sogmds [to stand up] should not be determined solely by the semantics of a
single word, but rather by the entire sentence. This is quite logical, as in the contexts provided
to the informants, the scgmds functions as an element resulting from grammaticalisation,
whose scope extends throughout the entire sentence.

Essentially, the semantics of the sgmds [to stand up] as a functional element expresses

the beginning of an action; however, it does not specify the modality associated with that
beginning nor determine the speaker's attitude toward the action conveyed by the verb in the
sentence. Instead, as a functional element, sgmds carries the semantics of the action's
initiation, while the specific type of action is identified by the verb or predicate in the sentence.

What about omgds [to take], regarding the research unit being analysed, the

overwhelming majority of informants used the unit "to get up” as a replacement for the original
unit. This, in the corresponding form and person, should be considered evidence that "taking"
functions as a functional element. Like other functional elements, it conveys the semantics of
the beginning of an action in the sentence and belongs to the category of elementary or
inchoative expressions.
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As for the functional element /960 [1t seems], the results of the analysis of the linguistic

competence test indicate that the primary function of the grammaticalised unit is to reflect the
speaker's attitude towards the action conveyed by the sentence, thereby expressing modality.

3. Conclusions

The object of research discussed in the present article is the functional elements obtained as a
result of the ongoing grammaticalization process in the living language system.

Corpus research shows that the frequency of use of these functional elements s@gmds;
smgds; Fybs is high, and the area of use is wide. Verbal forms of series I, Il and 111 are found

as functional elements in singular and plural, and the statistical picture of their positional
distribution was presented in the article in the form of charts, which reflected the frequency of
use of adverbial functional elements across persons and series.
In the recent paper, we presented the functional-semantic analysis of the research elements,
outlined their functions according to the contexts.
The article presents combinatorial rules aimed at solving the homonymy problem related to
research elements. The development of the named rules was made possible based on the results
of qualitative and quantitative research of empirical material. Each rule is accompanied by a

table showing the quantitative indicator.
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