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Introduction

This study® deals with the question of how Zviad Gamsakhurdia, first president of the
independent Republic of Georgia, spoke about the ethnic minorities against the background of
the increasing territorial conflict after the collapse of the Soviet Union. The impetus for the
study was the idea of empirically examining the theory — widespread in the scientific literature
— that Gamsakhurdia used hate speech against ethnic minorities. The study draws on the
speeches of Zviad Gamsakhurdia which have been compiled and published since a couple of
years and have been incorporated into the political sub-corpus of the Georgian National Corpus.
The study paves the way for a political-linguistic investigation using corpus-linguistic means.
With the help of a quantitative as well as a qualitative analysis, it was possible to work out that,
based on the available data (speeches of Zviad Gamsakhurdia collected during the time of his
presidency) and in contradiction to the general assumption, it cannot be proven that he
systematically used hate speech against ethnic minorities. However, the analysis made it
possible to extract some key characteristics of Gamsakhurdia’s speeches related to ethnic
minorities. This results in the urgent need to examine Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s political speeches
more closely using empirical methods and gives reason to re-examine and re-interpret Zviad
Gamsakhurdia’s role in the conflict. It also raises the question of how the large discrepancy
between the perception of Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s political speeches and their actual content
comes about. The study shows what possibilities we currently have to examine political speech
in Georgian, and in which areas there is still a need for further development.

1. Language in the context of nationalism

My theory is partly based on constructivism. From this perspective the world, the thinking, and
language interact in a cycle in which the world determines the way we think, this in turn
determines language, and ultimately the world is grasped via language that is determined by
thinking. | assume that there are different ways to influence this cycle; for example, we can
change the way we speak about a certain topic, with this we change the way we see it, and
eventually we can change the way we act towards it and even change it itself.

The concept of nations and nationalism is quite young. The first national movements started in
the 18th century and reached their climax in the 20th century. It is often said that nations are
solely constructions, which is partly true. But there are also nations that in a certain way evolved
from early forms of states or state-like constructs. However, in most cases what always has to
be constructed is the national narrative in which it is determined who belongs to the nation and

! The paper is based on the author's master's thesis submitted to Goethe University Frankfurt in 2020.
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who does not. The state or persons in the positions of power act as top narrators of this type of
narrative.

This immediately reveals the importance of investigations into verbal aggression and hate
speech because they are means to exclude certain groups from a given national narrative and
therefore form the nation itself. This may lead to denying the right of certain groups to exist
within the frames and borders of the nation in question.?

The consolidation of a community, especially of a nation, requires an outward demarcation.
Once this goal has been achieved, there should actually be no need to set oneself apart from
others, because the national borders take over this task. Therefore, it is crucial that the
nationalist aspirations are transformed into democratic aspirations and are aimed at
consolidating the community. If this fails, for whatever reasons, it is “condemned” to turn
inward and to carry the dualism that is inherent in nationalism into the given society. In multi-
ethnic states like Georgia, this eventually and inevitably leads to ethnic conflicts.

It can further be stated that language is eminently important for the consolidation of a nation
and therefore requires special consideration. But there is a huge obstacle to national
consolidation, namely, the notorious ambiguity of language, and especially political language.
With ambiguity | mean the subtext or what is not explicitly said but meant, either intentionally
or unintentionally.

What is not said in political language results from its indeterminacy, in particular, from the
indeterminacy of political terms. The unsaid, i.e. the subtext, is perceived intuitively; it is not
tangible and thus its perception is changeable. As subtext, it acts on the one hand on feelings
and moods, and on the other hand, the perception of these thoughts is dependent on these
feelings and moods and is therefore subject to the general cycle of language, thinking and the
world. The listeners’ inner emotional constitution makes them receptive to very specific
interpretations of potential subtext. This may go so far that contents can be perceived that are
not intended by the speaker or even represent the opposite of what was said. This is a very
complex process that must be taken into account.

1.1. Hate Speech

Hate speech is generally understood as a statement that disparages others on the basis of
nationality, skin colour, sexual orientation, belief, etc. and can encourage an act of violence
towards them. If the narrators use such verbal violence to exclude certain persons or entire
groups of people from the national narrative, the way from verbal to physical violence is not
far.®

The main problem with hate speech is that it can come in many forms and there is no rule of
thumb to define it. Hate speech is rarely black-and-white, it is more likely to come in many
shades of grey. Ultimately, it also depends on the listener whether it is perceived as hate speech
or not. And when it comes to legal assessments (where it often clashes with the supposed right

2 Llanque (2014), 7-30.
3 Meibauer (2013), 1-17.
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of free speech), it is not uncommon for it to be a matter of definition. There are certainly
different categories of hate speech: hate speech that is criminally punishable, hate speech that
is not criminally punishable (but is often socially condemned), and hate speech that falls under
the freedom of speech (but can have an impact on the tolerance and respect for minorities).

In order to identify something as hate speech the utterance itself is not sufficient. There are
different aspects that must be considered for this evaluation: the context of the utterance, the
speaker and his or her intent, the content, form and extent of the speech, and its ability of inciting
violent acts against its objects, i.e., the “victims”. These categories are no closed set but can be
extended or reduced. Therefore, this paper cannot answer the question where hate speech begins
and where it ends, as this is a question of a very large scale. Instead, | shall focus here on
bringing to light certain features of the political language of those in power.

The chances of influencing other people rise with the amount of power someone or something
has — that is a logical conclusion. If we want to determine from a politolinguistical point of view
who had influence in a given conflict, it is better to look at those with and in power — an this in
most cases a person in a leading political position, e.g., a president like Zviad Gamsakhurdia.

1.2. Zviad Gamsakhurdia

Zviad Gamsakhurdia was born in 1939. He was politically active from an early age and was
twice arrested and banished. In 1976 he founded the Georgian Helsinki Group, which
campaigned for human rights, and by the 1980s he was actively involved in the growing
national movement, soon becoming one of its leading figures. In 1990 he manged to bring
together several political parties to form an alliance, the “Round Table — Free Georgia”. This
alliance received the majority of votes in the elections to the Supreme Council (Soviet) of
Georgia on October 28, 1990. On November 14, Gamsakhurdia was elected Chairman of the
Supreme Council. A referendum was held on March 31, 1991, in which 98.8% of eligible voters
voted in favour of independence, which was declared on April 9 of the same year.

With 86.5% of votes, Gamsakhurdia won the presidential election on May 26, 1991. From
December of the same year, the conflict between the government and the opposition escalated.
On January 6, 1992, Gamsakhurdia was forced to flee, first to Azerbaijan, then to Armenia and
finally to Chechnya. But by the end of September he returned to Georgia with the aim of
regaining power. However, he had to retreat with his followers to Megrelia, where he died on
December 31 under circumstances that are still unclear.

Despite his short term of office, the “Gamsakhurdia era” has had a significant impact on the
development of modern Georgia, which now looks back at many years of a frozen conflict. The
territorial conflict was not just a result of Gamsakhurdia’s politics, however. The origins of the
conflict lie far back and must by all means be sought in the collapse of the Soviet Union and
the independence movement. Nevertheless, as the president, Gamsakhurdia was responsible for
steering the country through these turbulent times. It is therefore not surprising that most
scholars see him and his politics as one of the main reasons why the conflict escalated.
Gamsakhurdia’s policy is almost exclusively evaluated negatively, with opinions ranging from
“not conductive” to “destructive”; cf., e.g.:
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“We have observed how civil war broke out in the autonomous region of South Ossetia,
in part at least as a result of Gamsakhurdia’s intransigent position towards ethnic

minorities. ™

“Gamsakhurdia’s vision of the country’s past — a powerful Christian state led by
Georgians — underpinned his ideal of a ‘herrenvolk democracy ’ in which the spiritually

and culturally superior Georgians had privileged access to state power.””

“These extraordinary events are usually explained by the destructive power of Georgian
nationalism. The Gamsakhurdia era (1990-2) is viewed as nationalism’s zenith. [...]
Gamsakhurdia believed in a semi-mythological and racially pure Georgian past.””®

“In 1991 the Soviet Union disintegrated. In May 1991, the one who became the first
president of an independent Georgia was the ardent nationalist Zviad Gamsakhurdia,
who actually pursued the policy of ‘Georgia for the Georgians .’

Until now, the political language of Zviad Gamsakhurdia has not been in the focus of political
science research, although its role is repeatedly referred to. For a study of Gamsakhurdia’s
reception, it is not irrelevant to look at which sources the political scientists and historians refer
to. Dealing with language requires a different approach than only looking at events. The
analysis of speeches presupposes working with original sources, as one must accept that in
translations, contents may be lost or distorted. If one looks at the main publications on
Gamsakhurdia and his role in the conflict, it is noticeable that they mostly do not rely on sources
in the Georgian language, which on the one hand is understandable if one assumes that only a
few western scholars are proficient in it; but on the other hand, it represents a factor that should
not be underestimated in the evaluation and can even be seen as a methodological deficit.

In summary, the reception of Gamsakhurdia’s person is predominantly negative and suggests
that there is a direct connection between him or his rhetoric and the escalation of the conflict.
However, a comprehensive analysis of his political speeches has so far been lacking. Therefore,
an empirical analysis of his political speeches with the aim to give these claims a scientific basis
and to shed light on whether this connection is also linguistically “measurable” is overdue.

1.3. The nature of the conflict

Before dealing with this question, it is important to analyse the conflict and its origin in order
to contextualise it properly. First of all, it must be clear that the Georgian conflict, which is
often referred to as “ethnic” or “territorial”, it is not just “a” conflict but that there are different
types of conflict involved. In my opinion the conflict with the ethnic minorities in Georgia was
primarily of political origin, partly caused by contentions on resources. Over time it became
increasingly ethnicised, either deliberately by those who benefited from the escalation, or as a
logical consequence of the political conflict.

4 Wheatley (2005), 56.

5 Jones (2015), 59.

6 Jones (2015), 52.

7 https://abkhazworld.com/aw/conflict/731-the-georgian-abkhazian-conflict-chirikba (12.12.2022).
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At its core, the Georgian conflict was and is about the separation of two regions, Abkhazia and
South Ossetia. While the former sought independence after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
the latter wanted to remain in the Soviet Union. In both cases this would have meant the loss of
these territories for the Georgian Republic.

In the short term, this conflict is, in both its facets, a consequence of the transformation process
after and during the collapse of the Soviet Union; in the longer term, it was caused by the Soviet
Union’s policy concerning nationalities.® The nationalities policy of the Soviet Union pursued
two goals: on the one hand, nation-building was to “serve the social revolution and the
consolidation of the new state”; on the other hand, separatist tendencies aroused by it were to
be prevented so as not to endanger the unity. These basically contradictory goals were
reconciled with the help of the “korenizatsiya” policy, which envisaged the targeted promotion
of minorities (as potential bearers of separatist and nationalist ideas) by giving them, e.g.,
preferential treatment over the majority population (in education or employment) in order to
integrate them into the Soviet Union. The simultaneous strengthening and the deeper integration
of the minorities was thus intended to ensure their loyalty to the Communist regime.

This practice expressed itself in the organisational structure of the Soviet Union, which was
divided into hierarchical territorial-administrative levels according to the “Matryoshka doll”
principle (Union Republic > Autonomous Republic > Oblast > District/Okrug). This
hierarchical four-way division was based on the Bolshevik definition of nation, which
established a hierarchy for the respective ethnic groups by distinguishing between nations,
nationalities, peoples and ethnic groupings, and autonomies were granted or not granted
accordingly. Among other things, this created so-called “titular nations” (nations whose name
was derived from the ethnic group residing in a given region), even in places where the ethnic
group providing the name was actually a minority. The unequal treatment of nationalities and
ethnic groups meant that interethnic conflicts were inevitable.

The early historical interdependence of many of those regions makes it difficult today to classify
them according to categories of nationality (in the given case, Georgian or Abkhazian/Ossetian)
—this is only possible if one deduces them “historically”. Since the Caucasus region has always
been multi-ethnic, the claim of an ethnic group to a specific territory can only be substantiated
to a limited extent here.

When we talk about territorial ownership and national belonging, we apply categories that did
not exist in historical times. In order to justify these attitudes, they must therefore be argued for
and deduced verbally — which in turn reveals why political language is so important.

8 For a detailed analysis of the Soviet Union's policy on nationalities see Simon (1986).
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2. Material and Methods
2.1. Collected speeches of Gamsakhurdia

The study of this question was only made possible by the publication of Gamsakhurdia’s
collected speeches (in form of several printed books® and online as PDFs'?) by the National
Parliamentary Library of Georgia and by their integration into the political sub-corpus of the
Georgian National Corpus. These volumes contain about 684 texts comprising interviews,
speeches/addresses, announcements, letters, legislative texts, etc.; however, not all of
Gamsakhurdia’s speeches are included in the corpus. The published texts cover the period from
the end of October 1990 to the beginning of January 1992, so less than one and a half years.

Not all of the collected texts are relevant for the analysis of Gamsakhurdia’s speeches. While
in principle all texts can be used for quantitative analyses, those texts that represent direct
political statements by Gamsakhurdia, either written by himself or as transcripts of his speeches,
are of primary relevance for such a qualitative analysis. Since legislative texts are usually
written in a legal jargon that is kept neutral due to its official character, they are not suitable for
examining the personal political attitude of a politician.

2.2. The Georgian National Corpus (GNC)

A (text) corpus is a digital language database that contains a collection of written or transcribed
texts. Corpora that comprise large collections of texts facilitate empirical analyses and are
especially used in linguistics and literature studies. Accordingly, corpus linguistics is a data-
driven branch of empirical linguistics that works with inductive methods and gains its results
through a combination of quantitative and qualitative analyses.

The GNC! is designed to document the Georgian language in all its stages of historical
development and to make it available in digital form, so that questions from different scientific
research areas (above all linguistics and literary studies but also other disciplines of the
Humanities, cultural and social sciences, in the wider sense of Digital Humanities) can be dealt
with by means of corpus linguistics methods.

The Georgian National Corpus consists of several sub-corpora. The political sub-corpus
includes texts from the period of the Democratic Republic of Georgia 1918-1921, collected
speeches of individual politicians since the second independence in 1991, texts of debates and
dialogues as well as parliamentary sessions. For the time being, the collection of Zviad
Gamsakhurdia’s speeches within the political sub-subcorpus only contains the (246) texts from
the first three volumes.

9Volume | (https://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/handle/1234/38332), Volume |1
(https://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/handle/1234/38333), Volume 11 (https://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/handle/1234/38334) ,
Volume IV (https://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/handle/1234/159231), Volume V
(https://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/handle/1234/159475).

10 https://www.nplg.gov.ge/eng/home .

1 http://gnc.gov.ge/
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The texts in the GNC are fully grammatically annotated,? i.e., all words are determined with
regard to their morphosyntactic properties so that they can be searched for and filtered using
such properties. The sub-corpus in question can be selected in the Corpus list; the texts
contained in this selection are then listed in a Text list and can be viewed individually.

Under Query you can start search queries within the selected subcorpora. There are two search
modes to choose from: Basic search and Advanced search. With both, it is possible to narrow
down the search by selecting individual texts, filtering by authors or time periods. Under
Advanced search, even more complex search queries can be made (e.g., on certain authors or
on the use of certain morphological categories). In addition, the search using so-called regular
expressions®® is available for both search modes. The results of the search query submitted
under Query are listed under Concordance (document locations). They can be represented as
KWIC (key word in context) or in a wider context.

Since words do not just stand on their own, context analyses are required to gain a more precise
understanding of their use. For this purpose, it is advisable to examine the collocations (adjacent
occurrences of words) or co-occurrences (common occurrences of words) at the word level,
since their analysis can reveal linguistic usage patterns and characteristic contexts. With +/-, up
to six digits before or after a searched term can be displayed and listed according to their
frequency.

Under Word List, the variants of the search term can as well be listed according to their
frequency, which is particularly relevant for frequency analyses. The collocations can again be
applied to each selected variant of a given term.

2.3. Methodology and approach of the present study

In a first step, the data was viewed — both the printed and the electronic text collection — and
roughly classified according to the respective text types for a pre-selection. In this way, a first
selection was achieved for further analyses. The analysis of the speeches was first carried out
at the word level (quantitative analysis) and then at the text level (qualitative analysis).

A targeted search was made for the keywords relevant to the question of the study (e.g.,
Abkhazia, Ossetia, nation, people, etc.) in order to reveal systematical structures. The frequency
analysis was followed by a context analysis based on the co-occurrence of terms.

The findings from the frequency analysis then served as the starting point for the qualitative
analysis. For this purpose, close reading'* was used to search for relevant texts or text passages.

Regarding the method of close reading, three questions stood in the foreground: What did he
say? How did he say it? And what did he mean? In order to answer the question what
Gamsakhurdia said about the minorities, direct utterances were filtered out first. In the second
run, those texts were filtered out which contain a reference to ethnic minorities. For the third
run, only “judgmental” passages were left which were then qualitatively analysed.

2 Hirschmann (2019), 22f.
13 Hirschmann (2019), 117.
4 Dumm/Niekler in Lemke/Wiedemann (2016), 91.
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2.4. The quantitative analysis and its main findings

The quantitative analysis could only be based on the digitised texts contained in the political
subcorpus of the GNC. It began in each case with an advanced search for the lemmas
sggbo®.*/apkhaz.* and mU.*/o0s.*. The combination of dot and asterisk here indicates that any
number of characters (including zero) may follow after the indicated word stem. For the former
lemma, there are 457 results™ (Figure 1), for the latter 566 (Figure 2). Thus, the minimum
number of cases in which Gamsakhurdia spoke on this topic can be determined solely on the
basis of these figures. However, it should be noted that these figures alone are not meaningful,
as they do not cover, e.g., the use of pronouns for referencing or indirect referencing to a given
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subject or object without naming it. Nevertheless, in these results, the use of adjectival and
nominal forms is especially interesting. When looking at the use of nominal formations, 345
evidences'” (Figure 3) can be found for se3bs%goro/apkhazeti (“Abkhazia™).
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switch to Basic search | Query history
author = "%gosg go8Lobmfigns”

| Run Query | || Refine |windnw: \5 tokens v| | | Stop | | Saved queries

Done. Running time: 0.07 se

c. (0.08 CPU sec.)

Match size: 457, unique values: 5. Attribute: | simplified lemma V| | sort: ‘ by frequency V| r
Page 1 of 1.

344 (75,27%)
98 (21,44%) so3boBn
12 (2,63%) so3botmfin
2 (D,44%)7??

1 (0,22%

sobstgon

) aobiaBmdas

Figure 4: Wordlist for sgpbs®.*/apkhaz.* as simplified lemma
and sorted by frequency.

17 Reg. ex.: ["sg3bobgon.*" & features = ("N")] :: author = "Bg0s@ godlbsbrm®os”
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So in at least 110 cases® Gamsakhurdia speaks about something that is Abkhazian or someone

who is an Abkhazian, belonging to the ethnic g

GNC Political texts :: Word list
Query: | "»o3ba®.*" iz author = "Hgnogp aedbobrofene” | = | wordlist
Match size: 98, unigue values: 18. Attribute: | features ~| | sort: | alphabetic | rel
fractions
Page 1 of 1.
1 (1,02%) A Advb Att
16 ( A Dat Att . .
2 . Erg Att adjective
15 ) A Gen Att
8 A Nom Att
12 ( )N Hum Dat Pl NewPl
2 )N Hum Dat Pl NewPI L
2 N Hum Dat Pl NewPl PP PP:0sb
% I Hum Dat Pl OldPI
1 (1 N Hum Dat Sg L
2 (2 )N Hum Erg Pl NewP|
2 (2 M Hum Gen Pl NewPI rhoun
1 (1 N Hum Gen Pl NewPl L
1 (1 | Hum Gen Pl NewPl L PP PP:oianl
9 (9 N Hum Gen Pl OldPI
14 (14 N Hum Nom Pl NewP|
2 (2 )N Hum Nom Sg
3 N Prop Anthr LasthName Nom u

Figure 5: Wordlist for sgzbs®.*/apkhaz shown as
grammatical feature and in alphabetic order.

Gamsakhurdia than the Abkhazian people.

roup.

58 evidences can be found for the use of
s@gbsbolapkhazi (“Abkhazian”) as a noun'®
(Figure 5), and when we look at the context and
filter it by lines, we see that Gamsakhurdia
often?® uses it in combination with “Georgians”
(for example sg3bsbms s Jodmzgwms /
aphkhazta da kartvelta or Jo®omggwo s
sggbobo / kartveli da apkhazi) (Figure 6). This
indicates that Gamsakhurdia predominantly
talks about the connection between both ethnic
groups or something that connects them or
something that concerns both of them. In
summary it can be said that based on the
numbers, Abkhazia as a territory was of a
significantly ~ greater  importance  for
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Figure 6: Evidence for the phrasing of Js®0339¢70 s sgbsbol Kartveli da apkhazi or sgbsbo o Jotorzgero | apkhazi
da kartveli.

Regarding the conflict with Ossetia, there are

1902 occurrences for mbo/osi as an adjective

(“Ossetian”, +human) or as a noun (“Ossetian”, Figure 8) and mULwm®o/osuri (“Ossetian”,

18 Also retrievable with reg. ex.: ([lemma = "sgbsbm®o"] | [lemma = "sg3bs%0"]) :: author = "Bz000

2450LsbmM0s".

19 Also retrievable with reg. ex.: [slemma = "sgbs%o™ & features = (*N")] :: author = "bg0s 358LsbmO©Os"
20 Reg. ex.: ("sg3bo®.*" "@s" "Jo®momgge. " | "Jo®morggm. " "@s" "oggbo®.*") 11 author = "bgoso

299bsbM0s".

21 Reg. ex.: ([lemma = "mU-0"] | [lemma = "mlm©-0"]) :

» author = "%305@ 290LsbM0s".
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adjective, -human) altogether. Beyond this, 360°2 mentions of mlsgoro/oseti (“Ossetia”, Figure
7) can be found — the collocations show that the majority of cases concerns South Ossetia (273
out of 360, Figure 9) — which gives us a similar result as with Abkhazia: again, Gamsakhurdia
speaks significantly more often about the territory or political entity than the ethnicity.

(']Z]Z](i JofMorymn 96nb 9MHM36men 3mMH3MLn
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I windaw; [5 tokens || | Saved queries i
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Figure 8: Wordlist for m&olosi shown as grammatical
feature and in alphabetic order.

Figure 9: Collocations for mlg0s.*/oset.* sorted by frequency.

However, there is one peculiarity in the way Gamsakhurdia refers to South Ossetia: he often (at
least 66 times, Figure 10) uses the phrasing “the so-called” when talking about it (93®9gom

22 Reg. ex.: "mlgo.*" i: author = "Bg05@ go8lobeM@os".
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Pmgdmeo LodbMgom ™mbgomo / egret
tsodebuli samkhret oseti).?® It seems that he
wants to express his rejection of this term
because he does not recognise the

GNC Political texts :: Collocations

Query: | (".5." | "1afoe” Fmeoogtrgem. *") i author = "B3nego godbabrgfome” = | collocations
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52 1 [ 9afmen Gmadremen bedbfge migern - - <« P .
1 D) 2o Goxomprageen budfigen bgorn rejects the name “South Ossetia” because it
& 1 L oo Gomen/ G s okgore evokes a claim of legitimacy of the

1 1 [ 2afen Gogeaorgnen/Gego badb[q] mbmrn

Ossetian people to this territory in which
Figure 10: Collocations for ga3@go» feaugbegemo | egret they live as a minority. By speaking of “so-
T called” South Ossetia or a ““so-called” South
Ossetian Autonomous Region etc., he seems to be pursuing a delegitimisation strategy of this
territorial entity and, accordingly, its demands. The same strategy was used, for example, by
politicians and the media in western states in speaking about the “so-called” Islamic State.
However, one must judge cautiously here because Gamsakhurdia does not consistently apply
this strategy: in two-thirds of the cases he speaks of South Ossetia without using “so-called”. It
must also be mentioned that he does not use this strategy regarding the Ossetians as an ethnicity,
so his verbal strategy of delegitimisation addresses the territorial or political entity alone and
not the ethnicity.

Based on this, the usage of relevant terms such as “nation” or “people” was examined. In
referring to the Abkhazians, Gamsakhurdia never speaks of an g®oleri, i.e. a “nation”,
“people”, or “ethnicity”, nor of gémgbgds/erovneba, which can have several meanings in
Georgian (“nationality” / “national origin or “ethnicity” / “ethnic origin”). This may derive
from the Bolsheviks’ understanding of nationhood: g®of/eri and gémgbgds/erovneba would
roughly correspond to “nation” and “nationality” in the four-layered hierarchy which was taken
as the basis for either a Union Republic or an Autonomous Republic in the Soviet Union. One
might interpret it as some kind of language avoidance strategy if the Abkhazians are not
associated with these categories — a verbal indication that Gamsakhurdia rejected their political
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Figure 11 Concordance for g@oleri.

B0 gdmem.*") 11 author = "bg0s 258LsbOHEOs".
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and territorial autonomy. This would also explain why he uses g®oleri in the context of
Georgians, Js®mggwo g6o / kartveli eri (76 out of 175 examples,?* Figures 11 and 12).

In general, Gamsakhurdia rather uses the word bseobo/xalxi (“people”, 758 times),® not
géoleri, even for the Georgians themselves. So he prefers to use a neutral term when speaking
about specific groups of people.

GNC Political texts :: Collocations
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Even if it sounds tempting to assume that
Gamsakhurdia’s choice of words reflects a
certain hierarchical classification of the
individual ethnic groups, it is not possible to deduce this just from looking at the use of the
given terms since he mostly sticks to bogwbo/xalxi (“people”) which is neutral in its
connotation.

-1 [ yzaeme afa
-1 71 umamn s

Figure 12: Collocations for gmoleri .

What stands out, however, is his choice of words when talking about the actors of the
independence movements. In total, there are 44?8 attestations of the nominal phrase mUo
99&®930bE0o / osi ekstremisti (“Ossetian extremist”), nine®® for mbo Ly3sGa@obEo / osi
separatisti (“Ossetian separatist”), and two*® for mlbo dsbwo@o / osi banditi (“Ossetian
bandit™). Given that both South Ossetia and Abkhazia attempted to secede from Georgia, it is
surprising that Gamsakhurdia uses the three terms significantly more often in the Ossetian
context than in the Abkhazian one — in only three cases he talks about “Abkhazian separatists”,
and he never uses the terms “terrorist”, “bandit”, or “extremist”. This could indicate that he
might have had a distinctive attitude towards the separatist movements of the two regions.

Something else that stood out is Gamsakhurdia’s application of historical terms for the
respective territories such as Lsdm@bogsbm/samurzagano for Abkhazia, which he uses three
times.3! Aside from “South Ossetia”, the official term for this region (273 occurrences), he often

24 Reg. ex.: [slemma = "9»0"] :: author = "b3050 go8LsbrEm@os".
%5 Reg. ex.: [slemma = "bsewbo”] :: author = "b3050 go8LobrEO@os".
% Reg. ex.: ([slemma = "mly®o"] | [slemma = "mbo"]) [slemma = "8mbsbegmds”] i author = "bgoswo
2450LsbmM0s".
2 Reg. ex.. ([slemma = "mlw®o"] | [slemma = "mbo"]) [slemma = "bsebo"] :: author = "®gos
2450LsbmM0s".
%8 Reg. ex.: [slemma = "99u&®980LE0"] :: author = B30 godbsbm®os™.
° Reg. ex.: [slemma = "lig3s@5¢0obEo"] :: author = "bg00@ gsdlobmOos".
%0 Reg. ex.: [slemma = "ds56@0@0"] :: author = "bg05@ gs8LsbwO@os".
31 Reg. ex.: [slemma = "bs3Obogebem™] i author = "bgos gsdLsbMm@os”.
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uses the historical terms LsdsBsdewem/samachablo (“Samachablo”, 94 occurrences®?) and Bogs
Jséneo / shida kartli (“Inner Kartli”, 85 occurrences, Figure 13).
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Figure 13: Concordance for dos gs@Gorgrolshida kartli.
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Thus, two linguistic strategies become apparent (whether used consciously or subconsciously)
when Gamsakhurdia talks about Ossetia (as a territory) and the Ossetians (as an ethnicity): on
the one hand, by using the historical name for this territory, he linguistically underlines the
historical Georgian claim to this region; on the other hand, by referring to South Ossetia as “so-
called”, he delegitimises the territorial entity of South Ossetia which was created in the course
of the Soviet nationalities policy. Regarding the Ossetians, he uses negative terms only when
speaking about the actors of the separatist movement, but he stays neutral when referring to the
general ethnic minority of Ossetians. So there is clearly some kind of difference between his
attitudes towards the conflicts in Abkhazia and in Ossetia that can already be observed on the
word level.

There were some other peculiarities that were worthy of closer scrutiny. In addressing the
audience and speaking about the conflicts, Gamsakhurdia often used the phrase ddgdom o
©9dm |/ dzmebo da debo (“brothers and sisters”, 32 times,* Figure 14) or the terms
35659935309 / tanamemamule (“fellow-countryman”, 33 times)® and 9s8<y¢»0dz0ao0 /

mamulishvili (“patriot, five times”),%® both roughly translatable as “fellow citizen” but also
transferring the meaning of a common origin or a common affiliation to an area. In other cases

he applied the term dds/dzma (“brother”) to characterise the conflict as a “fratricidal (civil)

%2 Reg. ex.: "8ogos" i1 author = B30 godbsbm®os”
% Reg. ex.: [slemma = "bs3sRsdem”] :: author = "Bg000 godLsbm®os"
% Reg. ex.: [slemma = "s" & features = ("N")] :: author = "bg0sq g53LsbmO@Os"
% Reg. ex.: [slemma = "056589858ang”] :: author = "bgz0s0 g58LsbmO@os"
% Reg. ex.: [slemma = "858v¢0830¢00"] :: author = "bg05@ g53LsbwO©Os"
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war” (00000933900 (Lodmdosdm) mdo / dzmatamkvleli (samokalako) omi, 14 times,

Figure 15).
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A fratricidal war is a war between the members of one nation or people or two close nations or
peoples, which implies that it is something unnatural and undesirable and also that there is as
strong connection between the involved parties. What is interesting here is that Gamsakhurdia
used this expression ten times in direct reference to Abkhazia, but only once with respect to
Ossetia. This again suggests that he regarded the relationship or “kinship” between Georgians
and Abkhazians as closer than that between Georgians and Ossetians. This can be explained in
two different ways, on a personal and on a historical level. First, it seems plausible that
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Gamsakhurdia felt more connected to the Abkhazian people, given that he himself originated
from Megrelia which lies to the southeast of Abkhazia so that there has always been a lively
exchange between these two regions and the population, in contrast to Ossetia with which the
Megrelians have had less contact. Second, the Ossetians as an Iranian-speaking ethnic group
settled later in Georgia than the Abkhazians, so historically and culturally Georgians and
Abkhazians are closer to each other.

3. The qualitative analysis and its main findings

The focus of the qualitative analysis was on Gamsakhurdia’s understanding of, and his
relationship to, the concept of nation, ethnic minorities and the conflict.

During the review of his speeches, numerous passages were found in which Gamsakhurdia
points out the multi-ethnic composition of the population of the Georgian state. It thus becomes
clear that for him, the Georgian state was not a purely Georgian one and thus the ethnic
foundation of a national state was irrelevant and impracticable in the case of Georgia. This is
clear from his following statements:

“[...] Inthis regard, we announced that a law on citizenship is being prepared. If until
now there was discrimination against the Georgian population in Georgia, now first
of all the interests of the Georgian population must be protected, but we do not exclude
the care for the rights of national minorities. Under no circumstances should anyone
think that the rights of a national minority will be suppressed. Although we are often
led to believe this by the central press, it is not true. Georgia is a country where
representatives of different nationalities, representatives of different religions
traditionally live peacefully together, and it will continue to do so.3’Our attitude
towards the non-Georgian population has always been friendly. We are not going to
deviate from this principle. The future law on the protection of the rights of national
minorities, which will be adopted by our parliament, will be the best proof of this. "8

He also refers again and again to the multi-ethnic composition of the Caucasus which
contradicts the concept of an ethnically pure region. Moreover, he does not limit the interethnic
ties between the Christian tribes but he also includes the Muslim ethnic groups:

37 <«

[...] 995b05b6 35380609300 h3gb 296353bogm, H®MI FBsYOS 396Mbo TmJsersdgmdol glisbgd. vy
09999  Lodo®mzggermdo  Jo®mggeo  dmbobargmdol  olzModobsgos ogm, 5055850  Jos®oggero
dmbobargmdol 0b@gglgdo 9bs 0yml IEMEo MHobstgl gmgarolbs, TogMsd Bzgb sdom o6
299m36003bogm BOHB3L gMmgbme MI30Mglmdsms MBWGdYObY. Meg30mst Fgdmbggzsdo 6306
0g30gdMMb, HMI 9OM36wwo MIz0MHLMBOL MREYGIJOIO ICMAMBMEO 0dbgds. MgdEs sdsb B39 bdoma
330009096 396G 30gLbsdo, Topa®sd gl Lobsdzowgh 96 Tggbodsdgds. LogsGmzgwmm obgmo
d3090bss,  bosg  BHMOOEOoe©  9330Md0sbs  3bmgmmdgb  Lbgssbbgs  gMmgzgbgdol
Gotm3mBoagegd0, bgsslibgs Hwog00l Fo®mdmdsagbegdo @s gl sbg oa®Mdgaragds.” Volume I, 128—
135. Published in bsgs®mggaml gbdmderogs / sakartwelos respublika, No. 1 (21), 1, 01.01.1991 and in
M9b3mderogs/respublika, No. 1 (34), 1-2, 01.01.1991.

8 “Bg9b0 030G MIBS 3M5d9OM39e0 FbobergmdoLs©do Ymzgmm3zol dgamdGMEo oym. 53
300630300056 29005b3935L 96 3530609dm. FMT35¢0 39bmbo gPm3zbyan MIFoMYLMBIMS MBEGOJOOL
©53330L Ggbobgd, HG@IgeEloig B3g60 35GsdgbEHo B00wgdl, 530l Lovyzgmgbm sbEGMMO 0dbgds.” Volume
I, 178-197. Published in bags®omggamml Mgbdmdanozs/sakartwelos respublika, No. 39 (59), 1-2, 27.02.1991.
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“We must remember that Georgians, Chechens, Ingush, Abkhazians (Apswa),
Circassians, Adyghians, Avars, Leks, and others are peoples of a common Ibero-
Caucasian lineage, descendants of Proto-Iberians, inheritors of ancient civilisation
and culture! We should pay particular attention to the Karachays, Balkars and other
peoples of Turkic origin who live in the Caucasus. They are related to us by centuries-
old ties of kinship and friendship, they are members of our common family both
culturally and ethnically. In ethnology, there is a theory about the genetic connections
of the Turanian tribes, the ancestors of the Turkic peoples, with the Pelasgians, the
ancient Iberian population of the Balkans and the Aegean basin. So, kinship roots with
the peoples of the Turkic lineage will be sought from the ethnic point of view as well. 7%°

So for Gamsakhurdia, neither ethnicity nor the Christian faith were decisive for determining
whether or not someone belonged to the nation or not. His focus was rather on the people’s
commitment to Georgia’s independence, to which he also tied the question of citizenship. This
again is a sign that he saw the Georgian state as a nation of citizens rather than ethnically based.

One of the central issues in the conflict was related to language, on which Gamsakhurdia made
numerous statements. For him the knowledge of the Georgian language was a basic prerequisite
for social and democratic participation and thus also for community and nation building.
Gamsakhurdia therefore demanded that all residents or citizens of Georgia had to be proficient
in the Georgian language:

“Journalist — Mr. President, a question about language skills. If I don’t know the
language, or if someone doesn 't know the Georgian language, he can 't get citizenship?
Gamsakhurdia — This rule is valid for those who do not live in Georgia and is to get
citizenship in the future. People of all nationalities who live in Georgia will receive
citizenship regardless of their knowledge of the Georgian language. But if you come
to us and want to become a citizen of Georgia, you must learn Georgian. | think it’s
clear, right? Journalist — And those children who now live in Georgia should learn
Georgian? Gamsakhurdia — Of course they should learn it, their parents will already
be ready to acknowledge the state language and teach their children Georgian. It is
the state language. They must show loyalty, they must admit that they are loyal to our
constitution, and if they accept the constitution, they must learn Georgian. Journalist
— Will you grant citizenship to those who have gone outside of Georgia?

39 <

"bs 335bLmgEIL, MMI JoMm3zwgdo, Bghbgdo, 0bymdgdo, sgbsbgdo (s8Lwgdo), BgMJgbgdo,
5QOMJB0, 535Mm0gEgd0, 93900, s Lbggdo LogMmm 0dgMHOEr-3533560vM0 dJmEATol bowbgdos,
36OMGHMO0dYMs  Jmodmdegowbo,  Mdzgwgbo  gogzowobsgool @ 3MWwEHMGOL  d983300Mbo!
bogobagdm@ b 993hgMgm YoMmsBogugdol, Bdogngo@gugdols s Lbgs mvddmwo Fodmdmdol
boarbadbg, O®Iwgdog  3o335L0sdo  Lobmdgb. obobo BzgbmMsb Bosmglsmy®o s  gumdMHEo
365350b599379bM3560 3530060 gd0m 306 353000 MEbo, B3zgbo LogMmm mxsbol §g36Mgdo G056
O0amO3 3NGOHOL LEgHhmdo, obg gobozMs. JbmMEMmA0sdo sOLYGOIMAL MYMMOs MWEOJYWO
9madol  boewboms  obsdsto  0mEsbmmo  HmIgdol  agbgBodme 39380090y  39wsbygdmab,
05 30b6gmols o gagmbol  smBol vdzgargl 0dgMHO0E FMLobEgmdSLMSE. sbg MmI, cmmJmwo
930l bogbgdmsb Boomgbom®o 1qliggdo ©s0dgdbads §0bozMMo mzoelsbMmolbomss. Volume III,
179-183. Published in sgopmds/aghdgoma, No. 26,1, 15.11.1992.
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Gamsakhurdia — If they return to their homeland, we will give them citizenship. As a
rule, we will not have dual citizenship. "4

This leads us to the topic of citizenship on which Gamsakhurdia used to speak very clearly:

“Only if we show solidarity and a desire to understand each other through dialogue,
we will be able to build our democratic independent Georgia. | know that some are
trying to undermine the centuries-old friendship between our peoples. I also know that
some men have appeared among you who interpret the opinion expressed by me in a
completely distorted way. Yes, | said that those who will not participate in the
referendum of March 31 are questioning their right to Georgian citizenship. This, my
dear ones, is not a trade. In the whole civilized world, citizenship is accepted when
there is a readiness for mutual obligations: of the potential citizen to the state and of
the state to the citizen. Citizenship in all democratic countries implies respect for the
country’s language and sovereignty. This is the balance needed to ensure that
citizenship is not formal. Equality in rights is impossible without equality in
duties.**We believe that all persons who are permanently registered in Georgia, have
a permanent job or a legal source of income and confirm their commitment to the
national sovereignty of the Republic of Georgia and its territorial integrity by signing
the declaration-oath, can become citizens of the Republic of Georgia. "2

0 “30mbgs — ddEGHMb@ 3090 IbEM, B930mbgs 960l 3m@bol Bglsbgd. ) 89 9bs s& 3030, 56 0y 306893
JoOHM0o gbs 56 0o, ol dmgdowsdqmdsl 396 Joomadl? 3slvybo — gl falo 3mddggdl Bsmmazol, 3063
Lodomzagmbo o6 3bmgOHMdL s dmdsgsdo by JooMml dmdowrsdgmds. gzgws gMHm3zbgdol
0530060, 3063 Lodo®mzggrmdo (3bmzmMdL, B00wgdL dmdowodgmdsl  JsGmwmo gbol  (3mEbol
d0bgs350. Foa®sd 030 mg3gb hsdmbgowom  b3gbmsb s  FmobmIgdm  LadsMmgzgerml
9dcgdoodgmdsl, md39b Mbs obffegermm Jodormwo. g dymbo, gobvggdos 56? 3Jombgs — s 0ds0Ts
053039005, 3063 sbaws Lodo®mzgwrmdo bmg®mdl, »bos olbfsgarmb Jo@mvEo? 3sbvbo — Mo mdds
MbBs, 1B 0Lfagermb, Jsmo FIMdEGdO ©9339 IDs© 04693056 500sMMb Lobgedfogm gbs s dogd3gdL
JoO oMo sLHogemb. gl Labgardfogm gbss. s MBS odmbo@Mb gMmYMEgds, ¥IbEs SVOIMMB, HMI
36056 Bgabo 3mbLEOGHMEO0L gOmMEMwo s Mm30 obobo JMBLEOGHMEOL S00sMYdYD, Fom Mbgo
obfogmb Jo®oreo. 3Jombgs — Boliggdm M) 565 Imdoersdgmdsl 0350, 3063 LooMMNZI ML BoMywgdl
23909 500l Folbmeo? Jobvybo — mvg obobo boddmdemdo ELdMHMBEYd0sL, B39 Tozzgdo doom
3mgoogdgmdol. m®mdsg0 dmgdoodgmds, Gmamea fgbo, 56 4394690s.” Volume I, 217-239. Published in
Lodo®mggemb Mabidmderogs / sakartwelos respublika, No. 135 (155), 1-2, 11.07.1991.

4 “gbmemo B3gb, 9Hme© M) 398m353gbo LEEWOEIOMBIL, LMOZOWUL, 3937RMo JOMIBgML
Q05¢MmA0l aBom, 8930¢dm 535d9bmm Bzqbo ©gIM3MsBHOWMWo M 30Ydgo LodsBrmgzgem.
3030, ®m3 BMY0YHMIOO 3EOWMdIL Fgotygomb B3z9gbo bogrbgdol IMmsgz5¢lsv)3mbmgsbo gamdmmds.
obog 3030, ®™3 459mhbs Md3z96L FmMol HGs39bodg 3530, GMIgdos Bgdl JogH 4s8mmddmer sHOL
LogLgd0m sdobobX O go6dsME539b. LY, 3;g30, MM o, 3063 FmbsfoErgmdsl o6 doomgdl 31
JoMBHob M9589MHgbwddo, sdom 9339398 594gbgdl LodoOmzgeml dmdowsdgmdol »gErgdsl. g, Bgdm
d300085L90M, 35FMMBS MMEOs. I 3030¢0DYdE ALMREO0ME0 Fmgosdgmdal 00gdgb 35306, Mmss
oMol MMN0YMMNZIIOMEgdgd0Lsdo dBoYymaibs: 3mEgbgomMo dmdssdols — Labgwdfogml
§0bsdg s Lobgedfogzmbo — dmdssdol §Hobsdy. yzgwrs ©gdmzGme@Goww J399sbsdo dmdowrsdgmdols
doeads  4olbdmdl  J399bol gbols s LmggMgbo@g@obodo 3s¢030L3gdsl. gl ol Bd3EIsbLOY,
H0Igois LsFomms 0dolsM30L, HMT dmdosdgmds BMMTSEYOHO 56 0ymL. MBILFTMOHMdS RE9ddT0
393 gdgEos 3tm35¢gmdgdT0 MbLFMOMBOL a5M9dg.” Volume I, 271-274. Published in bods®mnggeml
Mgb3mdemogs / sakartwelos respublika, No. 61 (81), 1, 30.03.1991.

2 “Boa39Bb0s, MM LagosMmMz9wmb M3 B30l dmdswsdgm Fg0degds gobmgl yzgas ob 3o0Mo, 306

0v9000350 BfgMowos bodsemmgzgumdo, sd3l 3dogo LsdMdsm 50O b gysmo dgdmbagerols
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Regarding those already living in Georgia, Gamsakhurdia assured that everyone regardless of
his or her ethnicity will receive citizenship:

“In addition, the Citizenship Law of Georgia, which will grant citizenship to all those
who are permanently registered in the Republic of Georgia, is in its finalisation
phase. "*

However, for this he chooses a surprising event as a possible key date:

“Z.G. - As for the draft of the law on citizenship, here, of course, there will be the same
restrictions as in all civilized countries, in particular, there will be a residence permit.
Only those residents, regardless of nationality, who lived in Georgia before the
annexation will receive citizenship. J. — Do you mean the annexation of 1921? Z.G. —
I have not yet clarified this issue, but we may even accept the year 1801. "

If he chose the annexation of 1921 as the key date he would clearly show that ethnicity was not
of any relevance but solely the duration of residency in Georgia — which would mean that in
the case of 1921 at least two generations and in the case of 1801 even 6 generations would
receive citizenship. So the aspect that seems to have been the most important for him with
respect to in citizenship is the approval of Georgia’s independence and loyalty to the
constitution. The Georgia that Gamsakhurdia had in mind was thought to be a nation of will,
based on a kind of “independence patriotism”.

However, his claim is not unproblematic. By naming the commitment to independence as a
prerequisite for citizenship in the 1991 referendum, he actually contradicts the principle of
secret and free elections, and it seems questionable how he envisioned the implementation of
that. So even if the commitment to the constitution and independence was a legitimate demand,
his statement could be misunderstood by the ethnic minorities and also misused by those who
were against independence and wanted to further aggravate the situation.

Given this evidence, | conclude that Gamsakhurdias understanding of nation was based on llia
Chavchavadze definition of nation as a composition of motherland, language and faith — in
exactly this order. The main aspect was territorial: it is indeed important to note that the first
pillar was not blood, race or ethnicity but the “motherland” in a territorial meaning. Second
comes the Georgian language, the knowledge of which Gamsakhurdia considered a prerequisite

09500 5 ©93w9M5309-303Dg bgedmfaMom ©o9LEHMMIOL Moz30L JHMYMEgdsl Lado®mzgermls
MH9L39RdWO30L Lobgwdfogm bmgamgbodg@ol, dolo GHaMoEHMMoWwo JMEr0sbMmdOL Bodstm.” Volume
I, 49-100. Published in Lsgdo®mggerml Mgldwderogs / sakartwelos respublika, No. 99-100 (120), 2-4,
22.05.1991.
B “as®@s 980y,  LOW@ROL  BsHBYos  Lodo®mzgmml  dmgdoodgmdol  3sbmbo,  O®Bgeogs
0m35¢0b{iobgdl  dmdoeodgmdol  doboFgdsls  gz9wslomgol, gobs dwdogs  SMOL  BsfigHowo
Bodo®mggeml Mgld«deogsdo.” Volume I, 167-169. Published in LsdsGmggeml Mgbdmdeogzs /
sakartwelos respublika, No. 116 (136), 1, 14.06.1991.
4 <Z.G. — 053 999905 dmdoesdgemd®omdol 3s6mbol 3G0mgd@b, 5, ®s mdds Mmbs, obymogg J9bwmwmagdo
0gd69%5, OMamOOE Y439ws  (3030¢0HYON  J399sbsdos, 39Mdm®, 0dbgds dobs®mMdOL  (306%og.
9gdoodgmd®omdsl bsdgows dbmemo ol dgbmg®gdbo doowgdgh, 9Mm3zbgdol dovbgrszsc,
MMIgdog bodoMmgzgumdo s6gJlosdog gbmzMmMdEBID. J. — 1921 ol sb6gdLosl gvyerolbdmdm? Z.G. —
9L B5300mbo X 96 56 ©SF0BNMLEJO0s, Bog™Med Ggodwrgds 1801 Fgwog 3o dogowmm.” Volume |, 125-127.
Published in bsgs@mggaml Hglidmderogls / sakartwelos respublika, No. 13, 1, 21.12.1990.
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for democratic participation, precisely because he saw Georgia as a multi-ethnic state: in order
to create a common and unified level of communication, there had to be a lingua franca, in this
case Georgian, as the national and official language. In the case of faith, this was not seen as a
religious confession but rather as a commitment to common principles such as the independence
of the Georgian state and loyalty to the constitution. Gamsakhurdia does speak of the Christian
culture as guiding in Georgia, but for him this is not in contradiction or a point of conflict with
a multi-ethnic and thus also multi-religious community that has always existed in Georgia.

Last but not least, the slogan bogsGmzgm Jodmzgwgdolbsmgol / sakartvelo karvelebisatvis
(“Georgia for the Georgians™), often attributed to Gamsakhurdia, deserves a closer look. If we
consider the generally accepted assumption in the scientific literature that this was his central
political slogan, it is very surprising that there is not a single direct attestation of this phrase in
his speeches. There are only two instances in which he mentions this sentence, but here, he only
quotes it and, most importantly, strictly rejects it:

“Obviously, the situation in South Ossetia and Abkhazia is somewhat different - the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union has found its reasoning ground, which it needs
so much to fight with us. If we believe these reports, we might think that we are doing
nothing but ruining the friendship of the peoples living in Georgia. As if we were
shouting the slogan ‘Georgia for the Georgians’ and oppressed non-Georgians.
Unfortunately, our information does not get on the pages of the central newspapers
and people believe this nonsense... "

On another occasion, he again makes it clear that he never uttered this slogan:

“Western mass media, repeating all the lies of Soviet propaganda, created the image
of a cruel dictator in Georgia — a ‘Caucasian Saddam Hussein’. According to this
myth, | encroached upon all political privileges, had my political opponents
imprisoned, violated human rights, oppressed ethnic minorities, and shouted out the
slogan ‘Georgia for the Georgians’. But in fact everything was the opposite. The
slogan ‘Georgia for the Georgians’, so foreign to my Christian and democratic ideals,
was never called out by me. "4

45 <
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4. Results of the quantitative and qualitative analyses

After the quantitative and qualitative analyses, | thus come to the conclusion that there is a huge
difference between what Gamsakhurdia uttered himself and what the scientific literature says
about him. Although there are a few problematic statements, neither the quantitative nor the
qualitative analysis reveals any explicit and systematic use of hate speech against the ethnic
minorities of Abkhazia and Ossetia; Gamsakhurdia did not systematically classify other ethnic
groups or minorities as inferior and did not openly call for violence against them, at least not
for the period for which the collected speeches are available.

In light of this result, we must ask how such a discrepancy between Gamsakhurdia’s speeches
and his reception may have come about. The ambiguity of political language could be used here
as an explanatory approach. In addition to the many passages in which he speaks of peaceful
and equal coexistence, there are also passages in which the subtext suggests a different
interpretation. Judging about subtexts is not easy, however, because it is difficult to prove
whether it was intentional or unintentional and therefore the question of liability cannot be
clarified in this regard.

I would like to illustrate this with the citizenship issue. On multiple occasions Gamsakhurdia
linked the granting of citizenship to the vote for the referendum of independence — these
statements are prime examples of the ambiguity of political language. Although the link
between the referendum and the citizenship issue seems to be a logical demand from the state’s
point of view (e.g., loyalty to the constitution or the basic political order is in many countries a
prerequisite for becoming a civil servant), it can also be read as an attempt at blackmailing:
“Vote for independence, otherwise you won’t get citizenship.” Not getting citizenship would
be associated with the fear of losing everything or at least certain rights at the end. The
minorities could understand it as the state leaving them no other option at all. The same is true
of the demand of loyalty to the state. This demand can be understood as a condition: “your
rights are guaranteed as long as you are loyal to the state”. In this sense, the meaning of the
equally necessary obligation of the state towards the citizens is lost. Furthermore, “state” can
also be understood as “government”, or “constitution” as “law”, which in turn can be arbitrary
and can create the feeling of depending on the mercy of the state.

Political language is fundamentally imprecise, which results in its ambiguity and thus the
possibility of alternative interpretations. In a political situation where there is an atmosphere of
fear and uncertainty, a lot can be misunderstood. So it may be that Gamsakhurdia did not use
hate speech but, contrary to that, he intentionally left room for misinterpretation while his
political actions were violent and directed against the ethnic minorities. However, we must
admit that at a certain point the listener’s perception of what is being said is beyond the
speaker’s influence. The generally tense situation at the time and the great uncertainties may
thus have led to the ethnic minorities primarily perceiving the negative subtext of his speeches.

This first empirical study on Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s political speech shows that there is a great
need for further research in order to clarify the question of his complicity in these conflicts; in
any case, his alleged position in the scientific literature requires closer scrutiny.
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5. Limits and possibilities of politolinguistic analysis

The fact that the given text collection is a compilation of printed speeches, interviews etc. of
Zviad Gamsakhurdia, has some important consequences. There are two things that must be kept
in mind here: first, it cannot be assumed that these volumes contain all of Gamsakhurdia’s
public statements and speeches. Second, in the case of the speeches and interviews that were
printed in journals and magazines and served as the basis for the collection, it cannot be
guaranteed that every word was recorded or reproduced faithfully. For this purpose, audio or
video material would have to be available for all his speeches, which has not been the case.
This means that all the conclusions we can draw from the collection are only based on these
texts in their specific form. They will have to be revised as soon as more or better text material
or even audio-video material becomes available.

The term of office of Zviad Gamsakhurdia was very short, which is why only a limited number
of relevant materials exist that can be used for a political-linguistic analysis. In order to actually
get an answer to the question of what Gamsakhurdia’s attitude towards minorities was, it would
therefore also be necessary to examine his statements before his term of office, for example
during his time as a dissident. Even then, a quantitative analysis can never be sufficient and
must always be supplemented by qualitative analyses.

In addition, the speeches of other politicians that were active during that time must also be taken
into account: it is possible that the hate speech attributed to Gamsakhurdia was in fact uttered
by other politicians.

Another aspect is the need to combine the analytical methods. As long as only those text
passages can be found in which the searched terms are used directly, the quantitative analysis
reaches its limits as soon as, e.g., personal pronouns or other reference words are used. In these
cases, implications, allusions or ambiguities fall under the grid. A guantitative analysis alone
can only be fruitful if there are very large data sets available.

There are also certain technical limitations to the politolinguistic analysis of these speeches.
For the time being, the GNC is primarily designed for linguistic analysis and cannot use the full
potential of politolinguistic analysis methods. What is currently not yet possible is:

e the analysis of argument structures

e sentiment analysis

e asystematic examination of ambiguities

o the analysis of styles of speech, the use of idioms and metaphors as well as rhetoric
devices

e an analysis according to text types.

Nevertheless, even with the limited technical possibilities, more complete conclusions can be
drawn when quantitative and qualitative analysis are combined. The approach of initially
working out “anomalies” and “peculiarities” with the quantitative analysis and then, based on
this, carrying out a qualitative analysis has certainly proven successful in the given case. But it
is important for explanatory approaches in the context of qualitative analyses to include related
scientific fields such as history, ethnology, sociology, and so on.
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